
  

 

  

121 PARK NEWS  
Connecting Residents to Swarthmore Borough Government Happenings 

 

 

 
 

 

August 2011            VOL. # 11     ISSUE #3 

The dog days of summer are here and now that we 

have officially been through several heat waves, it is 

safe to say many of us are seeking the cooler fall 

days ahead.  So whether you are running around in 

August getting everything ready for the upcoming 

school year or you are just relaxing and enjoying the 

last days of summer, please take the time to check 

out the Boroughôs website often for information on 

events and a host of more comprehensive and 

interesting issues.   

 

On the website, youôll currently find links to: 

 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory & 

Action Plan Reports 

 Storm Water Management 

 Free Local Workshops  

 Community Calendar of Events 

 Pending and Recently Enacted Ordinances 

 Town Center Information 

  

Also, while our website is a great resource, donôt 

forget to come to Borough Hall and check out the 

wealth of information in the lobby.  From the 

pamphlets in the information racks to flyers on the 

bulletin boards, youôll find lots of  upcoming events 

posted by non-profits in the area.    
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THE GAVEL  SECTION 

     A Word from Your Council President 
 

Itôs budget time again in the Borough.  It seems to come 

around more quickly each year, and I thought it might be 

helpful to give an overview of how we craft the Boroughôs 

budget each year. 
 

As weôve just seen played out so badly in Washington, any 

budget, including your home budget, is made up of two 

crucial pieces ï revenues and expenses.  Our revenues in the 

Borough ï as our most of ours at homeðare extremely flat.  

We have very little commercial base, so the bulk of our 

revenues come from us, the property owners, and tax 

assessments have remained static for some time. 

We are also mindful of the much larger burden of the school 

taxes as we try and build the budget for the Boroughôs 

operations.  Also, unlike the Federal Government, we are 

committed to a balanced budget, so we must weigh every 

expenditure against the existing revenues and the possibility 

of a tax increase. 
 

We welcome input from Borough residents throughout the 

process ï there are many opportunities for comment from 

the public, or youôre of course welcome to contact any of us 

individually.  The budget is really the clearest statement of 

the Boroughôs priorities, and if we donôt hear from you, itôs 

hard to know if weôre headed in the right direction. 
 

Hereôs the overview of the process: 
 

We start on a couple of fronts:  soliciting budget requests 

from those groups to whom we contribute funds:  The 

Swarthmore Fire and Protective Association, The 

Swarthmore Library, The Swarthmore Recreation 

Association, The Swarthmore Senior Citizens Association, 

Swarthmore Community Center and Swarthmore Town 

Center.  These groups make a written budget request, and 

also make presentations at the September meetings of the 

relevant council committees.  The committees will then 

make recommendations to the full Council on funding 

levels for these groups later in the budget process. 
 

Meanwhile, the Finance Committee and the Borough 

Manager work on a preliminary base budget for all Borough 

operations to be presented to Council at the October 4 work 

session.  This budget will include estimates on revenues, 

and all expenses, including the Boroughôs contribution to 

the Pension Plans.  Cost estimates for special requests are 

provided at this time, but not included in the base budget.   
(continued page 4) 

August 2011                                                                                                                                                  VOL. # 11   ISSUE #3 

Government at a Glance 

Meeting Schedule 

August

September

October

 

 8th   ï Council at 7:30pm 

 16th ï  Public Safety at 7:30pm 

 22nd ï Finance & Comm. Development at 7:30am 

 23rd ï Planning & Zoning at 8:00am 

       -- EAC at 7:30pm 

 24th -- Govt. & Human Services at 8:30am 

 

 6th   ï Council at 7:30pm 

 12th ï Council at 7:30pm 

 20th ï  Public Safety at 7:30pm 

 21st -- Planning Commission at 7:30pm 

 22nd ï PW, Parks & Rec. at 8:00am 

 26th -- Finance & Comm. Development at 7:30am 

 27th -- Planning & Zoning at 8:00am  

       -- EAC at 7:30pm 

 28th -- Govt. & Human Services at 8:30am 

 

 3rd   ï Council at 7:30pm 

 11th ï Council at 7:30pm 

 18th ï  Public Safety at 7:30pm 

 19th -- Planning Commission at 7:30pm 

 24th -- Finance & Comm. Development at 7:30am 

 25th  ï EAC at 7:30 pm 

        --Planning & Zoning at 8:00am 

 26th -- Govt. & Human Services at 8:30am 

 27th ï PW, Parks & Rec. at 8:00am 

WWW.SWARTHMOREPA.ORG  

(**Cancellations will be posted on the website) 



Learn How to Control                                                

Storm Water 

You have a direct link from your property to nearby 

lakes and streams.  The path of water running off 

sidewalks and driveways goes through street gutters 

and storm sewers into a nearby stream, lake, or 

wetland.  The muddy water runoff joins with other 

runoff, and at times results in damaging floods further 

downstream. 

 

By-products of our everyday life, such as motor oil, 

antifreeze, road salt, soil, pet waste, fertilizers, and 

pesticides can get into water and affect its quality.  

Keeping storm water runoff clean reduces the 

pollutants that enter the public water supply.  Here are 

some things you can do: 

 

 Sweep fertilizer, soil, lawn clippings off 

driveways and walks and back onto the lawn. 

 Dispose of pet wastes by burying or flushing 

down the toilet. 

 Keep gutters and storm water inlets clear of 

trash, lawn clippings, and leaves. 

 Contact Delaware County for proper disposal 

instructions for hazardous materials such as 

pesticides, auto fluids, and household cleaners. 

 Plant trees, shrubs, and groundcover to help 

rainwater soak into the ground. 

 Limit the amount of paved surfaces on your 

property.  Instead, use porous pavements such 

as bricks, interlocking blocks, gravel, or 

porous asphalt.  

 
(For further information visit www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater) 

Borough Residents 
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Keep your eyes peeled for announcements 

in the early fall for new street tree sales 

(usually late September/early October). 

ITôS EASY BEING GREEN 

ECO-FRIENDLY   

LOCAL WORKSHOPS  

With summer winding down and with cooler 

weather ahead it is a great time to get out and 

volunteer or take the opportunity to become 

educated on how to be more environmentally 

friendly.  Check out the following free local 

workshops and volunteer opportunities that are 

awaiting your participation.   

�™ August 11
th
 �± Bringing Green Energy Home 

7:00pm ï 8:30pm at the Middletown Twp. 

Building in Lima 

�™ August 22
nd

 �± Bringing Green Energy Home 
7:00pm ï 8:30pm at the Pennsylvania 

Resources Council in Newtown Square 

�™ August 27
th
 �± Crum Creek Cleanup           

10:00am ï Swarthmore College campus 

 

 

Paulson Park  
Sitting at the corner of Strath Haven and Rutgers 

Avenues, Paulson Park was created almost ten 

years ago by local residents who were quick to act 

when existing play equipment was moved along 

with the Kids Place to SRS. Through fund-raising, 

including a generous donation from Paul Paulson, 

the neighbors turned the small lot into a 

neighborhood gathering place, with swings, 

benches, a slide, climbing equipment, beautiful 

plantings and more. After negotiating a lease with 

CADES, the current owner of the property where 

the park is located, the Borough has now taken over 

all maintenance of the playground.  We hope 

everyone enjoys the latest addition to the 

Boroughôs public park areas, which also include: 
 

 Little Crum Creek Park ï located between 

Lafayette and Yale Avenues near 

Swarthmore Avenue. The park contains 

picnic benches, grill areas, gazebo and 

natural wetland. 

 Thatcher Park ï located at the intersection 

of Rutgers and Cornell Avenues.  The park 

contains play equipment for children under 

age 5. 

 Umoja Park ï located at Kenyon and Yale 

venues.  The park contains picnic benches.  
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