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Congratulations Swarthmoreans!!  In a joint effort, 

our community has been ranked #3 in the country 

for the E.P.A.ôs Green Power Community 

Challenge.  As a Green Power Community, we are 

further demonstrating our commitment to improving 

peopleôs health and the environment by using 

electricity provided from less polluting sources.   

 

Everyone should be proud of this designation. 

Choosing renewable energy sources produces fewer 

green house gas emissions, which is important not 

just to our community but to the world.  So thanks 

again to all those who made the switch to buy green 

power and to all those who helped make this 

designation possible!   

 

We can be #1 with your help!  If you are purchasing 

green energy, send an e-mail to the Borough Office 

(swarthmore2@comcast.net) and tell us who 

supplies your green energy.  Every kWh counts! 

 

For further information on the above and a plethora 

of other topics donôt forget to check out our website.  

Current topics on the homepage include:  

 Winterizing your Home  

 Hurricane Irene Disaster Assistance 

 Swarthmore Named One of the Regionôs 

Top 15 Communities to Raise Kids 

 Storm Water Management 

 Community Calendar of Events 

 Town Center Information 
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THE BULLY PULPIT  

A Word from Your Mayor 
 

Remember Fiorello LaGuardia, the famous mayor of New 

York City? The one the airport is named after?  What I 

know about him is that during a New York City newspaper 

strike, he decided to read the ñfunny papersò over the radio, 

so no one missed the cartoons.  Today in Swarthmore, we 

donôt have a newspaper strike, but we do have the New 

Normalðneeding to get by on less.  To help us all deal with 

that challenge, I thought I could borrow from the Little 

Flower (fiorello in Italian) in this way:  Iôll use this article 

(today, and hopefully in the future) to focus on some of our                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

local treasuresðbut with one catch:  you have to be able to 

enjoy the treasure without spending more than a few 

shekels.  Here goes.   

My first effort is to focus on our very own Ben Yagoda and 

his most entertaining book, The Sound on the Page:  Style 

and Voice in Writing (Harper Collins 2004).  If  you like 

words, if you think about how to improve as a writer, or if 

you ponder how language is able to change while 

simultaneously retaining some rules on whatôs proper, then 

you should read as much of Benôs work as you can.   And if 

you want to really think through one of the most elusive 

topics of allð writing styleðthen The Sound on the Page is 

for you.   

In some ways, it seems inevitable that Ben would write this 

book.  Prior to writing this book, he penned About Town: 

The New Yorker and the World It Made (2000), which 

became a New York Times Notable Book of the Year.  

After The Sound, he wrote When You Catch an Adjective, 

Kill It:  The Parts of Speech, for Better And/Or Worse.  And 

just a few months ago, he wrote an article for Slate on 

whether a period should appear inside or outside quotation 

marks. (ñWho knew therein lay such controversy?ò) 

So why is The Sound on the Page a joy to read?  One reason 

is that Ben sets up the book in an interesting way: he 

interviewed more than 40 writers, and often quoted them.  

So you get to hear first-hand what people like Bill Bryson, 

Michael Chabon, Stanley Crouch, Elmore Leonard, Anna 

Quindlen, and John Updike have to say about their writing 

habits and styles.  Another reason is that Ben relays an 

encyclopedic knowledge of the history of style, starting 

with Gorgias, an ambassador to Greece in the fifth century 

BCE, then moving on to Strunk and White, William 

Zinsser, and up to the present times.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Government at a Glance 

Meeting Schedule 

December 

January 

 5th   ï Council at 7:30pm 

 16th -- Planning & Zoning at 8:00am  

 19th ï Council at 7:30pm 

 20th ï Public Safety at 7:30pm 

 21st -- Planning Commission at 7:30pm 

 22nd ï PW, Parks & Rec. at 8:00am 

 28th -- Govt. & Human Services at 8:30am 

 

WWW.SWARTHMOREPA.ORG  

(**Cancellations/changes will be posted on the website) 

 

 3rd  ï Council at 7:30pm                                  

(Council Reorganization Meeting) 

 9th   ï Council at 7:30pm 

 17th ï Public Safety at 7:30pm 

 18th ï Planning Commission at 7:30pm  

 23rd ï Finance & Comm. Development at 7:30am 

 24th ï Planning & Zoning at 8:00am 

       --EAC at 7:30pm 

 25th --Govt. & Human Services at 8:30am 

 26th ï PW, Parks & Rec. at 8:00am 

        

 

Home for the Holidays 
   
 

Kick off the holiday season with Swarthmoreôs annual 

Home for the Holidays celebration on Saturday, 

December, 3, from 3p.m. to 8p.m. in the Swarthmore 

Town Center business district.   

 

Schedule of Events: 

 3:00 - 6:30 ï Carriage rides 

 3:00 - 5:00 ï Childrenôs Activities (Bor.Hall) 

 3:30 - 5:30 ï Scavenger Hunt (Bor. Hall) 

 7:00 ï Caroling (in front of Bor. Hall) 

 Following Caroling ï Santaôs Arrival and 

Refreshments in the Fire House. 

 



Keeping ice and snow off your driveway and sidewalk is 

important for safety.  However, many people donôt 

realize that the very products we use for deicing have 

hidden impacts on the environment.  So this season, use 

the following tips to help you choose the best deicing 

product for your home and the environment. 

Buy Early . Make sure to buy your deicing product well 

before the storm hits; otherwise, you will have few, if 

any, environmental choices to make at the store.  

Check the Label & Use the Least Toxic Deicers You 

Can Afford . The best choice is Calcium Magnesium 

Acetate (CMA). Though pricey compared to salt, new 

production methods may soon make it cheaper. 

Potassium Acetate (KA) is the next best alternative as 

well as Calcium Chloride (CaCl). CaCl, although a salt, 

can be used in smaller amounts and doesnôt contain 

cyanide. Urea (fertilizer) is also another less toxic 

option; however, it adds needless nutrients that can have 

harmful effect to lakes, streams, etc. so it is not 

recommended for use.   

Shovel Early and Often. When it comes to snow 

removal, there is no substitute for muscle and elbow 

grease.  Deicers work best when there is only a thin layer 

of ice or snow that must be melted.   

Know Your Salt Risk Zone. You wouldnôt want to kill 

your favorite tree, shrub or grass, so be sure to know the 

plants that grow within five or ten feet of your driveway 

and sidewalk.  The following are very sensitive to 

deicing products that contain chlorides (rock salt and 

calcium chloride): Green Ash, Hickory, Red Maple, 

Sugar Maple, Balsam Fir, White Pine, Hemlock, Norway 

Spruce, Dogwood, Redbud, Hawthorn, Rose, Spirea, 

Kentucky Bluegrass and Red Fescue.  

Limit Access to Your Home to One Entrance. For 

every doorway that is not used, there will be less deicer 

running into the catch basin in your street.  

(Sources:www.nrdc.org/www.upperdublin.net) 

ITôS EASY BEING GREEN 

Fall Leaf Collection Schedule 
(Remaining Dates) 

 

Weekly Collections 
(Important : Please have all cars out of the way in order to 

collect the leaves in front of your house and make sure that 

your leaves are out by the Monday, the week that your 

collection is in your neighborhood!!) 
 

Week Of Streets Collected 

November 28
th
 South Section (R.R.Tracks to Michigan Ave) 

December 5
th
  North Section (R.R.Tracks to Baltimore Pike) 

 

Saturday Collections 
Please Note: All leaves must be out by 8am! 

 

Saturday Streets Collected 

November 26
th
  N. Chester Rd. and College Ave. to N. 

Swarthmore Ave. 

December 3
rd
  S. Swarthmore Ave. and 100 and 200 Blocks 

of Rutgers and Cornell Avenues 

December 10
th
  N. Swarthmore Ave. and R.R. Tracks to 

Cedar Lane 
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 Resident Reminder!!  

  Snow and Ice Removal Ordinance 

 

Not only is the removal of snow and ice safety 

smart, but it is also required by ordinance in the 

Borough.  No later than 24 hours after snow has 

ceased to fall, homeowners/business owners are 

required to clear a pathway not less than thirty 

inches wide on the sidewalk(s) of the property.  

 

Those in violation of this ordinance will be assessed 

fines per day until the snow/ice has been cleared.  So 

be sure and be prepared for this winter season to 

assure the safety of all those in the Borough.  

Put Your Sidewalk and 

Driveway on a Low Salt Diet 


