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ñRead all about it.ò  We hope you enjoy your first 

edition of 121 Park News, our latest piece of 

communication to assure that residents stay up-to-

date on what is happening in Borough government 

and community organizations.  Printed copies will 

be available in the lobby of Borough Hall. 

 

And donôt forget to check out the Borough website 

often for information on a host of interesting issues.  

On the home page, youôll currently find links to: 

 

 Report of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Task 

Force 

 A Guide to Public Landscaping in the Town 

Center 

 Seasonal Tips for Stormwater-Friendly 

Lawn Care 

 Hotline Numbers to Protect our Waterways 

 

Also be sure to take a look at the community 

calendar, a one-stop shop to find out about meetings, 

concerts, workshops, and other special events.  

Thereôs a direct link on the front page of the 

website. 

 

SWARTHMORE BOROUGH 

121 PARK AVE * (610)543-4599 * WWW.SWARTHMOREPA.ORG 

 

 

Inside this Edition: 

 The Gavel Section, pg. 2 

 Summer Meeting Schedule, pg.2 

 Borough Codes Refresher, pg. 3  

 Home Weatherization Program, pg.4 

 PECO Smart Home Rebates, pg. 4 

 Ask the Manager, pg. 5 
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THE GAVEL  SECTION 

A Word from Your Council President 
 

Welcome to the first issue of the Borough newsletter. 

We hope it will be useful, informative, and another 

way to make our wonderful community stronger. 

 

Communication is a crucial part of government.  We 

strive for transparency in our actions and offerings, to 

make sure that residents are aware of what 

government is doing with taxpayer resources, what 

services weôre providing, and what regulations are in 

place so that the community functions in the best way 

possible. We have worked hard in the past year to try 

and strengthen the way we communicate with 

residents; improving our Audio Visual system in the 

Council room to try and reach more residents with our 

broadcasts, improvements to the website, creating an 

e-mail notification system, and this newsletter are all 

examples of efforts at outreach from Council and 

Borough management, and supplement our ongoing 

efforts using the Swarthmorean and materials 

available at Borough Hall. 

 

In order for this process to be truly successful though, 

we need communication from residents, business 

owners, and all those who participate in the Borough 

Community. Please let us know what you think ï 

about what governmentôs doing, about significant 

issues in your neighborhood, or in the Borough at 

large, and about where you would like to see 

Swarthmore in the future. As you know, we are facing 

significant financial challenges again this year and 

perhaps for several more years to come. These 

challenges may well limit the services the Borough 

can provide, and so communication on these issues is 

particularly important at this time. Tax increases 

versus service cuts will be ongoing discussions, and it 

will be helpful to have input as we move forward. 

 

Please feel free to contact any member of council, or 

member of the Borough staff via phone, e-mail, or 

snail mail, or please, come to a council or committee 

meeting in person, and voice your opinion. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 --Susan Smythe, Council President  

Government at a Glance 

Summer Meeting Schedule 

June

July

August

 7th   ï  Council at 7:30pm 

  8th  --  Traffic Advisory Committee at 7:30 am 

 14th ï  Council at 7:30pm 

 15th ï  Public Safety at 7:30pm 

 16th --  Planning Commission at 7:30pm 

 22nd  --Environment at 7:00pm             

        --EAC at 7:30pm 

        --ZHB at 7:30pm 

 23rd  ïGovt. & Human Services at 8:30am 

 24th ï PW, Parks & Rec. at 8:00am 

 28th ï Finance & Comm. Development at 7:30am  

 1st    -- PW, Parks & Rec. at 8:00am 

 6th   ï  (Tuesday) Council at 7:30pm 

 20th ï  Public Safety at 7:30pm 

 21st --  Planning Commission at 7:30pm 

 26th ï Finance & Comm. Development at 7:30am 

 27th ï Environment at 7:00pm 

       -- ZHB at 7:30pm 

       -- EAC at 7:30pm 

 28th ï Govt. & Human Services at 8:30am 

 9th   ï  Council at 7:30pm 

 10th --  Traffic Advisory Committee at 7:30 am 

 17th  ï  Public Safety at 7:30pm 

 23rd -- Finance & Comm. Development at 7:30am 

 24th  --Environment at 7:00pm             

        --EAC at 7:30pm 

        --ZHB at 7:30pm 

 25th  ïGovt. & Human Services at 8:30am 

 26th ï PW, Parks & Rec. at 8:00am 

WWW.SWARTHMOREPA.ORG  

(**Cancellations will be posted on the website) 



Are you in compliance? 

A Borough Codes Refresher  

Throughout the year Swarthmore Borough employs a part-time 

Assistant Code-Enforcement Officer to make sure that 

residents are keeping up their properties according to code.  

Therefore, we felt it very important to remind old and new 

residents about rules and regulations regarding property 

maintenance.  Below is a summary list of housekeeping items 

for you to keep in mind while approaching the summer months:   

 Trees must be trimmed so that no branch is less than 

eight feet above the sidewalk or roadway.  

 Shrubbery must be trimmed at least six inches back 

from the public sidewalk or roadway.  

 House numbers must be clearly visible from the street. 

 For corner properties, shrubbery must be trimmed low 

enough to permit a clear triangle of unobstructed 

vision.   

What is not allowed?   

 Removal of street trees (those located within 25 feet 

of the center of the adjacent street) without written 

permission from the Borough.  

 Sump pumps, roof downspouts, and floor, patio, or 

yard drains connected to the sanitary sewer system.  

 Unkempt properties, uncut lawns, and high weeds.  

 Burning trash or leaves.  

And even though winter is a distant memory, remember that 

snow must be cleared from the sidewalk within 24 hours of the 

end of any snowfall.   

For further information go to www.swarthmorepa.org  
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�¾ �,�W�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�L�Dl, Borough Council 

voted in May to pass an 

ordinance changing the parking 

meter hours to Monday through 

Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. 

 

�¾ �7�R�Z�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���)�D�U�P�H�U�¶�V���0�D�U�N�H�W��
is back and open for the season. 

The market is open every 

Saturday from 10am-2pm.  

 
�¾ Tell your fellow Swarthmoreans 

to sign-up today for our e-mail 

notification system.  Those who 

enroll will receive email notices 

regarding Borough news, 

meeting cancellations, 

emergency situations and special 

event information regarding the 

�%�R�U�R�X�J�K�¶�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G��
their major fundraisers.     

 
�¾ Taking a vacation this summer?  

If so, just a reminder that you 

can notify the police department 

of the dates you are away and 

they will perform a house check 

while you are gone.   

 

 

SPREAD THE WORD�«  

Curbside Yard Waste Collection 

 

As Swarthmoreans, we are committed to a greener 

environment, so please remember to recycle your yard 

waste through our Yard Waste Collection program.   

 

Curbside pickup is the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursday of every 

month for the entire Borough. Your yard waste can be 

put into trash cans or paper bags.  Plastic bags are not 

allowed!  
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