SIGNS IN THE BUSINESS DISTRICT
What kinds of signs can I have at my business?

The Borough allows the following varieties of signs.  The attached drawing provides illustrations of the first three types of signs described.
· Wall or fascia sign, including awnings – A sign attached to the exterior wall of a building, either flat, projecting or on an awning.  The wording on the sign may not exceed one square foot in copy area for every one linear foot of property frontage.
  In no case may a sign exceed 36 square feet in copy area.  On corner lots, where a store has exposure on two sides, a wall or fascia sign may be erected on both facades.
· An opaque window sign – A sign mounted in or applied to the inside of a window or door that is transparent or translucent and obscures sight into the building.  The entire size of an opaque window sign may take up no more than 20% of the total area of the individual windowpane where the sign is displayed.  

· Non-opaque window sign - Text or graphics that are applied as individual entities to a windowpane that do not have the effect of obscuring sight into the building.  Non-opaque window signs may cover up to 10% of the total area of the windowpane where the sign is displayed.

· Free standing sign – A sign that is erected free and clear of a building and that is supported by its own structure.  This type of sign can be installed only if there is a front yard at least ten feet deep and where the sign does not interfere with pedestrians or visibility for cars.  The sign may be up to sixteen square feet in size or one square foot in size for every two linear feet of property frontage, whichever is less.

Is neon allowed?

One neon sign not exceeding four square feet in size measured by the smallest geometric figure that would encompass the entire sign is allowed.  The sign must hang in the storefront window and be easily removable for maintenance.  The area of the sign will count against the allowable area for an opaque window sign, as described above.

Are lighted signs allowed?

External lights may be allowed to illuminate signs, provided they don’t shine onto adjoining property or in the eyes of motorists or pedestrians.  Internally lit signs are prohibited.

Do I need a permit?

Yes, all signs require a permit.  The fee is $25.  Forms are available on our website or at Borough Hall.  You must attach a drawing, preferably prepared by your sign manufacturer, showing a scaled layout of all text and graphics in the context of the building and/or windows where the sign(s) will be placed.
� The copy area of a sign is the area contained within the smallest geometric figure that would encompass all bodies of text and graphics or the aggregate of the smallest geometric figures that encompass bodies of text and graphics on a sign.





