1.  204 Benjamin West Avenue:  Home of Helen and Ted Speck

(Please park on the north side of Benjamin West Ave)


We moved to Swarthmore in 2004, having chosen it as our future retirement community in 1999 when we first drove through town.Love at first sight!We had been in the woods of Connecticut for 33 years raising our four children, while Ted commuted to Manhattan.We were looking for a more compact home in a community with a traditional small-town feel.

An 1892 map identifies S. G. Garrett as the owner of a large tract of open land in this neighborhood.A map dated 1909-1910 shows the property subdivided into its present lots.A field stone house was the only structure on what was then called West Avenue.A barn was added a few years later and conveyed with our lot when it was sold off in 1938 to an Edith Hilles Dewees, who built the house.In 1944 ownership transferred to Raymond and Mae Crean, then to Rudolph and Mildred Hirsch, and then to Cris and Rebecca Hansen.

The original structure had three bedrooms and two baths.The house features a curved staircase fronted by an oversized window, features usually found in larger houses. The curve is picked up again at the fireplace, creating a seamless flow from living room to dining room in an open floor plan.

A wonderful rear addition was built in the late 1990’s by the Hansens.  Downstairs is a large, eat-in kitchen with a bay window overlooking a slate patio and a first floor powder room.On the second floor is a roomy master bedroom with cathedral ceiling, skylights, and an expanded master bath.


We favor federal style furnishings in the living and dining rooms, while eclecticism reigns supreme upstairs where we each have an office-- his for part-time free-lance writing and hers for household and avocational activities -- and a guest room.We refurbished the hall bathroom, retaining the original 1942 tub and basin, installed a tile floor typical of the period, and decorated in a 1940’s-evocative fashion.

The updated expansion having been done so well for us by the Hansens, we turned our attention to the charming barn in the backyard.It may have been built in 1919, suggested by “J.G.19” nailed with brads into a beam in the upstairs loft.Was that perhaps a John Garrett, a son?Was he 19 or was that the year the barn was built?

We have replaced the roof and some of the siding and have shorn up the footings.Aftera fresh coat of barn red paint, we now have a wonderful addition to our backyard landscape, a real joy to look at from our kitchen table and patio.Do we use all this extra space?Every inch!One bay is used as a garage, the other as a gardening shed, the loft as our walkup attic, and the large extension across the entire back as a workshop.

Swarthmore has been a perfect find for us in every way!

2. 301 Elm Avenue:  Home of Ben and Susan Brake


When our family, the third owners of 301 Elm Avenue, first looked at this home in 2000 with then-owners Marv and Marty Heaps, we didn’t just fall in love with its beauty and craftsmanship.We fell in love with the countless family stories recounted by the Heaps, including stories of 301’s first owners – the Denworths - building and enjoying their home in the late 1930s and 1940s.

The Denworths, a Quaker family who enjoyed entertaining, selected Elm Avenue because their best friends lived next door at 303 - note the shared driveway.While building 301 from 1935 -1937, the Denworths borrowed ideas from House and Garden magazine; they also traveled to Europe so they could incorporate old-world design and authentic architectural elements characteristic of English Tudor.. Denworth’s penchant for organization can be seen in the cubbies in the “cloak room” (now an office) and in the former sewing room (now a laundry room) on the second floor which has a place for everything: ironing board, linens, and sewing machine.

The original blueprints of the house by the Philadelphia architecture firm, Stetler, hang framed in the basement.Gillespie Building Company completed 301 Elm in 1937.True to Old English Tudor design, the house incorporates many architectural hallmarks of that period, including the use of half-timbered beams at the front entrance and on the side porch, leaded glass windows, limestone door and fireplace surrounds, quarter sawn heavy oak doors, and a steep gabled slate roof.Walnut wood paneling in the library is also typical of English Tudor as well as is the plaster ceiling patterned panel in the dining room. The floors are random-width oak with pegs. The home was built so strongly – the entire first floor is built on solid steel – that it was used as a bomb shelter for all the neighbors on Elm and Maple Avenues during the 1950’s.
The last thing to be completed was the water fountain still hanging beside the small stage in the basement.Children have enjoyed creating plays and musicals on that stage for three generations.Liz Ziegenfuss who grew up in Swarthmore, remembers playing on the stage with Ann Denworth when she was a little girl in the 1940s. Today, our daughter Charlotte still creates plays, with her co-stars Lucy and Annie.The Heap family used the basement for meetings with the World Youth Foundation.

When we renovated the kitchen and maid’s quarters in 2001 and turned the original three-car garage into our current family room in 2005, we hired architect Tom Felton in Media to maintain the architectural integrity of the house.We hired Danny Sheridan Builders in Wayne to do the renovation. Plaster was used for the walls, the four-centered type arched opening was echoed in the entry between the kitchen and family room, a limestone surround framed the stone fireplace, and 15-inch wide oak panels recycled from the late-Victorian carriage house (which needed to be razed during the renovation) were used for a new cubby area. We also converted a closet into a temperature-controlled wine cellar beside the kitchen. We wanted to create a more family-friendly space and gain greater access to the backyard for our three children.


We enjoy both our front and back yards.In 2001 Jules Bruck assisted in removing many trees, shrubs, and bushes that darkened the house and shielded it from the street.In 2005 Bruck designed the English garden, which greets visitors off the driveway and provides privacy to the back patio.Boxwoods, rose topiaries, and an espaliered pear decorate the garden.also assisted in designing the stone wall in the back of the yard near the gazebo.

Susan was happy to meet the Denworths’ granddaughter when she visited with her family last summer.Since then we have been in touch with Ann Denworth, whose parents built the house and who grew up at 301 over three decades.In a recent letter to Susan, Ann wrote, “Here we go 
again!Even now, after all these years when I address ‘301 Elm’ – there’s a huge lump in my throat.That home is surely magical!”

3. 301 Lafayette Avenue- Home ofHarold and Tracey Atkins, USNR-Ret

The house at 301 Lafayette Avenue is one of a series of three Shingle-Style houses on the North side of the street.John Cass, an important early civic leader in Swarthmore, built the houses in a series in 1898 and 1899. The architect was Arthur Cass, the son of the builder, who later put his talent to work in New York City.

The Shingle-Style design was popular from 1874 to 1910, and blends well with the landscape of Swarthmore’s wooded lots. The roughhewn siding and the rambling shape is a comfortable design without fuss or fanfare, unlike the highly decorated Queen Anne style popular during the same era.


Architects such as Arthur Cass used natural materials and informal compositions to suggest the rustic homes of New England settlers. By covering most or all of a building with shingles stained a single color, these architects created a uniform, unembellished surface. Monochrome and unornamented, the three homes on the Lafayette block celebrated the honesty of form, and the purity of line.


The distinctive features of this house are the dramatically steep and multiple gables, as well as the Flemish bond brick pattern on the lower story, with alternating header and stretcher bricks on each row.Like many Shingle-Style houses of the era, the house had an asymmetrical floor plan and originally had a covered entryway porch that extended around the house to the South Princeton Avenue side.This porch was dramatically remodeled in 1917, due to an unfortunate turn of events which led to the sale of the house.In that year, Wilbur Fricke, a wealthy resident of Swarthmore and scion of the Philadelphia-based J. E. Fricke Company rope and twine manufacturing family, died unexpectedly at an early age of a heart attack.His widow Helen Fricke suddenly found herself with no support for her five young children until they came of age to receive her in-laws’ trust fund.Helen sold their home at 216 South Chester Road, and with the proceeds purchased 301 Lafayette.She promptly enclosed the side porch with panels of windows to convert it into a day care center for the community, in order to support her young family.The cabinets and cubbies for the children are still in place, as is the arched door that Helen added to allow the children to enter from the street without going through the house.


Upon the marriage of Helen’s eldest daughter, Alice Byrd Fricke, to Henry Hoot (a Swarthmore College graduate of the class of 1920; the wedding ceremony took place by the fireplace of the home in 1921), the Hoot family began an era in which they lived in the house continuously for 84 years until its sale in November 2005.


Henry Hoot had studied civil engineering at Swarthmore College and became the head of facilities and groundskeeping for the college.He took it upon himself to expand the front porch of the home with a 10 foot brickwork extension, shortly before his daughter Polly Hoot was to have her wedding reception in the house in 1943.Family lore tells the humorous story that Mr. Hoot did not complete his civil engineering project in time. Although the brick porch was in place, the mortar had not firmed up, so all of the guests had to enter for the reception through the back door.


One of the original features that was carefully preserved is the small square waist-high milk shelf window in the rear of the house, on which the dairy delivery was placed every morning and through which ice blocks were passed, in the days of ice boxes.In the entryway are two imposing Doric columns with detailed entablature that closely resemble those on the façade of Parrish Hall at nearby Swarthmore College.Whether there was a connection or inspiration from Parrish Hall is unknown, but Parrish Hall was an influential structure in Swarthmore at the time the house was built.The natural slate flagstones used in the backyard stone patio were originally acquired by Henry Hoot at the same time as the construction of the Swarthmore College Scott Arboretum in 1929.Both the main stairway and the stairway windows have a repeated palladian arch theme.Original photos of the house show a grand palladian window extending from the ceiling of the second floor all the way to the ground floor.At some point in the home’s history, the 12-foot window was split at the second floor into two separate over-under window frames.  When our family acquired the house in 2005, we began an extensive renovation and expansion project. 

The renovation took place from April to December 2006, under the leadership of general contractor John Hartman (Media, PA).Architect Albert Woodward (Hockessin, Delaware) envisioned extending the rear of the house in a way that would preserve the front edifice unchanged, and that would repeat the original details of the 1898 Arthur Cass design:dramatic gable peaks, an irregular roof line, eaves on several levels, and continuous wood shingle siding.


The original home footprint was quite long and narrow compared to our current 21st century standards.The depth of the living room and fireplace was a single room of only 13 feet from the front window to the back window.The kitchen in the back, originally thought of in the 1890’s as being used functionally for cooking and not for entertaining, measured 9 feet by 16 feet.Mr. Woodward designed a 30-foot common kitchen and family room where the back yard had been, with an addition that continued skyward for the entire three-story height of the house.  The family also selected Arts and Crafts style natural wood cabinetry and oak hardwood floors to replace the original Pennsylvania Red Pine floors that were not able to be refurbished.  The server, china cabinet and dining table in the foyer and dining room are original handmade furniture pieces produced by the Potthast Brothers (1892–1975), the most prolific cabinetmaking shop in late-19th- and 20th-century Baltimore.They were purchased in the 1940s by the Wyatt family and were brought to the house from Maryland in 2006.The presence of Potthast furniture in such notable collections as those of the Maryland Historical Society, the Baltimore Museum of Art, and the Smithsonian Institution attests to the Potthast’s craftsmanship and their role in the development and promotion of the colonial revival style of furniture.  Our family cherishes the support and friendship of Richard S. (Dick) Hoot, longtime Swarthmore resident and the 3rd generation former owner who grew up in this house.He has been invaluable in passing along the history and charm of his family’s unique home.

4.  10 College Avenue:  Home of Sharon and Peter Mester

(Please park only on the north side of College Ave only)

Our home at 10 College Avenue was built in the Dutch Colonial Revival style in 1923, on a tract of land once owned by Sylvester Garrett, a staunch Quaker.(His grandson, also named Sylvester Garrett, was a prominent labor attorney who was married to Molly Yard, President of NOW;both are 1933 graduates of Swarthmore College.)The original deed to our lot stipulates that the lot can not be used for:  “the manufacture, brewing,or sales of spirituous of malt liquor; nor shall property on the said lot be used as a tavern, drinking salon, bone-boiling establishment, tannery, slaughter house, glue, soap, candle, starch or gunpowder manufactory, or as a place for keeping swine or for any offensive occupation whatever that may become a nuisance to other owners or occupiers.”


Typical of many Dutch Colonial homes built in the 1920s, the house features a side gambrel roof with a full shed dormer on the second floor.It is built of local quarried stone and stucco.Original features of the house include a large double stone fireplace, natural walnut doors, built- in bookcases in the living room and craftsman-like detailing on the staircase.


We purchased the house in 1995 and are its fourth owners.  Story has it that the second owners, the Weltzs, admired this house as it was being built by Donald and Bertha McKenzie.1925, shortly after the house was constructed, they purchased it from the McKenzies for $1 and other assorted possessions and lived here for almost sixty years.  We immediately fell in love with the home’s location and its cottage-like charm.  Being newly married and former apartment dwellers, we felt that the house seemed palatial.With the birth of our first child, however, the house’s charm was quickly overshadowed by the lack of closets, laundry facilities and first floor bathroom, not to mention the small and awkward kitchen with no upper cabinets.


In 1998, now with two kids, we built an addition to the rear of the house that more than doubled the size and functionality of the kitchen, added a downstairs powder room, a laundry room, closets, a pantry and a small sitting area off the kitchen.Upstairs, another bedroom was added and two bedrooms were combined to create a master bedroom suite with a bathroom.We also removed a huge deck and gazebo that ran the entire length of the house.Given that it was important to us that the addition blend with the house,worked with our architect to incorporate original elements, matching stone and stucco and varying the roof lines.  We later added crown molding and the bookcases in the dining room.


When our front fieldstone stoop crumbled apart in 2005, we replaced it with a much larger front stoop and path which incorporates the same stone as the house.  The house is furnished mostly with family pieces (sometimes called hand-me-downs) and finds from the Swarthmore Presbyterian Church Fall Fair.of our favorite items include:


•The Thomas Moser natural cherry dining room tables and chairs.
•The hunting prints in the dining room published by Field and Stream magazine in 1944 from Sharon’s father’s childhood.prints were framed by Robyn Roderick gallery.
•The original map, over the living room fireplace, of New York City and Long Island, circa 1855.Notice the cartouche of the Dutchman and the Native American.
•The Wedgewood Portland vase on the mantel from Peter’s grandfather.
•The paisley shawl on the back of the rear round living room table which came over from England with Sharon’s great -grandmother in 1912.
•The hutch and jelly cupboard in the living room from central Pennsylvania.Sharon’s grandmother purchased the hutch during the depression for $5.


Sharon loves to garden but a source of frustration has always been the lack of privacy due to our location on a corner lot.  Over the years, and with the initial help of Andrew Bunting, we have added plants and beds in our rear yard to create screening from the street and neighbors.  We both lived in Charlottesville, a favorite place, so we tried to incorporate plants that you would see in Virginia, such as crepe myrtles, southern magnolias and oak leaf hydrangeas.


Since purchasing the home, we’ve had to change the way we use it to accommodate our changing family.The dining room doubles as Sharon’s office, David’s room becomes the guest room, the sunroom is where the kids play games, and the kitchen is the staging area for the whole family.The house will continue to evolve as our children grow and our needs change.Our house is an extension of our family and we hope that you enjoy it as much as we do.

Swarthmore College, Alice Paul Hall

(Please park in the Benjamin West Parking lot on S. Chester Road and follow signs to building.)

Something Grows on the Roof of the Alice Paul Residence Hall

By Lars Rasmussen, Gardener

On the new Alice Paul Residence Hall, some three stories above the busy Chester Road, grows a green roof. Although it’s aesthetically pleasing to the lucky resident students who view its seasonal changing beauty, there are scientific and beneficial reasons as to why green roofs are increasingly being put to use. Swarthmore College is using “green technology” in new construction to conserve energy and limit the effects of storm water runoff, although the majority of green roof technology was developed in Germany over the last 30 years.

So what exactly is a green roof and why can it be so beneficial? Green roofs are either "intensive" or "extensive." An intensive roof usually includes a fairly thick growing media of a foot or more and may contain trees and shrubs. Much more common and what is used on the Alice Paul project is the extensive type. Extensive green roofs usually include a thin layer of soil media and a vegetative cover over a synthetic membrane that will protect the roof. The vegetation needs to be adaptable to moisture and drought. Because of its depth, an extensive roof cannot include shrubs and trees, but more adaptable succulent-type plants like sedums. The Alice Paul planting is composed of 6 varieties of sedums, 8 varieties of other perennials, and 3 types of grasses (see plant listing). An extensive green roof can save up to 10% on air conditioning expenses when

compared with a flat black roof. In urban situations, rainwater runs off because of increasing amounts of impervious surface. This runoff typically enters storm water drains at a high volume over a short time. This runoff causes major negative erosive affects on local waterways such as the Crum Creek. A green roof can help retain 50-90% of a rainfall depending on the amount of rain. While an average black roof may last 10 years, a green roof is expected to last 30 years or more because it protects the roof membrane from ultraviolet light and moderates temperature extremes.

Jeff Jabco, Director of Grounds, worked with green roof designers Jorg Breuning and Peter Philippi of Green Roof Service on the plan for a 5,100 sq. ft. extensive roof. Peter and Jorg found a supplier for soil that would meet the needs of the plants and the design. The material is Solite®, a trade name for heat expanded shale, whose company is owned by a Swarthmore College graduate. Solite® is the same material found in the Sporobolus infiltration beds at the new Science Center. The Solite® was mixed with organic matter at a soil mixing facility in Avondale, Pennsylvania.

Before installation could begin, the roof needed to be checked for leaks. I volunteered to help a technician on a hot July afternoon. I wetted the roof and he tested with a probe in each hand, reading a meter, while an electrical current was sent across the surface!  Now I understood why so few had volunteered! The current would dip between the probes if a hole was present. It was actually a very safe and accurate process that located two small holes that were promptly fixed before installing the green roof.

After passing the leak test, installation began on August 4, 2004. Michael Furbish and the crew of the Furbish Co. of Baltimore installed the roof. A crane was used to raise all of the membrane material, Solite®, and plants to the roof. Engineering students installedtemperature probes to monitor various levels in different locations. The membrane was rolled over the white PVC covered roof and then large bags of Solite® were lifted and spread out to a 4-inch thickness. The design included 6 raised beds, mounded a foot deep with the same Solite® and soil mixture. The mounds enabled grasses and other perennials to be included because of the additional media depth. The grasses and perennials for these mounds came in plugs and small containers. The 6 types of sedums were harvested as 4 to 6 inch cuttings, mixed together, and then chopped into smaller pieces. They were spread evenly over the main roof area by hand. Jorg and Peter assured us the sedums would soon root if kept moist from the start. The smaller leaf-types rooted first and most took hold, although the plants hardly looked impressive in early winter.

Growth really took off in early spring! The combination of sedum foliage and flower color was beautiful and full of bees. The mounded beds grew well; the Allium, Dianthus, Delosperma, and Talinum all flowered beautifully. The grasses grew well and gave the garden motion and structure. Now the roof is about 75% vegetated! I have noticed much natural activity on the roof. I have seen bees, butterflies, dragonflies, grasshoppers, praying mantis, mourning doves, and many other birds.  In regards to maintenance, cuttings were taken from larger established clumps of sedums in the spring and fall to fill in the bare areas. Pelletized organic matter was also spread over the whole roof in the spring, particularly targeting the mounded beds.  Weeding has been minimal until this past summer when a spreading Euphorbia appeared between plants and open areas. Areas were weeded and the sedums are filling in from the new cuttings. Since conditions have been dry this summer, the new cuttings and raised beds have required supplemental watering.

The Arboretum installed a small green roof on a utility shed behind Papazian Hall in fall 2002, which is fully covered by thriving sedums. The college is so pleased with the green roof on Alice Paul; there may be future opportunities for green roofs on new and existing buildings on campus. For more information on green roof technology, visit http://horticulture.psu.edu (Penn State's website on green roof research) or www.cityofchicago.org/environment (Chicago's website on green roofs installed on city hall and elsewhere in the city).

This article originally appeared in the Winter 2005 Hybrid, newsletter of the Associates of the Scott Arboretum. 

20 Dogwood Lane:    Home of Helen and Tom Mashek

We began our search for a house in Swarthmore in 1996. That year, our current neighbors, Guy and Suzanne Smith, subdivided their property and sold a parcel to Aidan Weir, a local builder. Aidan designed and built a “spec” home with a focus on custom millwork and old world design. He created an open floor plan with anof natural light. We discovered the home on 20 Dogwood Lane in early 1997 and immediately knew the design and location were what we were searching for. We were impressed with the “new” home in an established neighborhood. We also appreciated the mature plantings. In keeping with the origins of the land, Aidan transplanted several hollies and worked around the magnolia tree in the back property.

The land has an interesting history. It was originally a part of the Emmons estate, known as Riverview. “Cole” Emmons, president of Emmons Coal Mining Company and of Hubert Oil, and his wife built Riverview in 1916 after purchasing a 100 acre site from Charles Cleve Ogden. Ogden was an agriculturist and maintained an arboretum on his land with over 100 varieties of specimen trees and apple orchards. Emmons razed Ogden ’s home and built “Riverview”, now the home of the Lewis family. Riverview was landscaped for farming and gardens. The terraced layout of the land is evident and our home is on the lower terraced area. The remaining evidence of the farm which yielded prized Guernsey cows is the barn, now a nearby home. In the 1940’s Clayton Witham developed much of the remaining land into the current Swarthmore Hills.

We have added many personal touches over the past 10 years to make “20 Dogwood Lane ” the Mashek home. We are forever grateful to our personal “designer”- Sara Mashek, who has a wonderful eye for interior design and antiques. She has provided invaluable decorating tips and advice. favorite hobby while away on vacation or business travel has become exploring antique shops for collectibles. The ironstone mold collection, for example, has pieces found in England , Ireland as well as from local sources.

As our family grew, we made several changes and additions. In the kitchen, granite counters were added. Off the kitchen, organizational shelving was added to the small but functional mudroom. The basement was finished mainly for a play area and features a custom playhouse with loft, built in slide and swing. It also has a “media” room for movie nights. The basement is a favorite destination for our children and their friends.

More recently, we added bookshelves and cabinetry in the library and had a small addition made to the living room. Hardwood flooring was placed in the new area and extended in through the living room. The new space now houses a baby grand piano and a bar area. Karen Sutton, a local architect, walked us through the design and Ken Crowther expertly completed the project. Stone masons were able to match the existing stonework to create a uniform front façade. 

Finally, we converted the original wood deck to a flagstone terrace with the help of Gilco Stone. Stone matching the front façade was used and lighting was built into the walls for extended evening use. A gas grill was built in to the side wall. This is a wonderful outdoor living and entertaining space, used several months of the year. We find our home enjoyable and fun to continually improve and decorate. 

100 South Swarthmore Avenue:  

Home of Persephone and Bill Braham

(Please park on either Cresson Lane or Dartmouth Avenue)

100 SSwat was built in 1964 on a 1/3 acre lot divided from one of the original Victorian house lots of Swarthmore. It was commissioned by Dr. and Mrs. Leander Ellis, who hired Mather Lippincott, a partner with Cope Lippincott Architects who lived in Rose Valley at that time. The Ellis’ lived in the house with their four children until 2005, when they sold it to William and Persephone Braham, whose son Hugh’s middle name is also Leander. 

When the house was first completed, only the second floor was finished and connected to the lower level by a small, spiral-type stair. Over the years, the Ellis’ finished the lower level, adding an additional bed and bath, a ping-pong room, and a suite of professional offices for Dr. Ellis’s psychiatric practice. 

After the Braham’s purchased they completely renovated the house, changing the layout of the lower level, the kitchen and dining area, and adding a stair between the two levels. 

100SSwat was designed by Mather Lippincott , FAIA as a progressive modern house. In terms of style, the house is a transitional example of the early Philadelphia school, displaying some articulation of discrete elements of structure and construction, but retaining traces of traditional forms of symmetry and arrangement. Notable on the exterior is the panelized character of the exterior wall, alternating rectilinear panels of light colored brick with slightly recessed window panels, especially visible in the front door, with the offset door and view panel overhung by an asymmetrically and cantilevered roof. Equally characteristic of the period are the cantilevered front and year decks, which are supported on steel beams that extend through the whole house, emerging at the front and rear of the house. The most distinctive feature of the house is the large central skylight and atrium, originally imagined as an open courtyard, but constructed as an enclosed, central circulation space with a mosaic tile floor. Other characteristic finishes of the original construction were cork flooring in the bedrooms, vinyl tile in the living and dining rooms, folding birch doors at the closets, jalousie glass panel exterior doors, and some very elegant aluminum door knobs and handles. 

In terms of organization, the house exemplified Lippincott’s interest in modern modes of living. The most distinction features were central skylight, the situation of the primary living quarters on the upper level, the location of the washer-dryer in the kitchen, and most remarkably, that every room in the house has two doors. Living on the second level with a central atrium makes the house remarkably light, and provides an overlooking form of view into the treetops and onto the neighboring Victorian houses. The two-door principle gives the house a variety of looping circulation patterns, especially evident to young children. 

100SSwat was re-designed by William W. Braham, FAIA to update the house and more fully incorporate the lower level into the living arrangements of the house. The Braham’s made a couple of major reconfigurations. 

The largest move was to connect the two levels with a large central stair under the skylight, opening the wall of the atrium to accommodate it and combining the various rooms of the psychiatric office on the lower level into a single family room. A new window was cut into that family room, the door to the garage was shifted to the other wall of the garage, the floor was finished with linoleum, and indirect, dimmable soffit lighting was added to conceal one of the steel beams. The ping-pong room was converted to an office, and the bathroom of the lower bedroom was also renovated with new fixtures and finishes. The stair enclosure was made of aluminum and clear-finished maple, with a bench at the upper level cantilevered on an aluminum beam similar to those supporting the exterior deck. In terms of style, the stair was detailed with a distinct articulation of the elements of construction, evoking the work of the Philadelphia school. 

On the upper level, the largest changes were the elimination of dividing walls within the kitchen, creating a single large island kitchen and laundry, and the elimination of a half wall defining a dining area, expanding the living area., and shifting the dining area to the other side. 

After the larger moves, every door and surface was repaired, replaced or refinished. Bamboo flooring was installed throughout the upper level, except for the atrium where larger tiles were installed, and a cantilevered maple bookshelf installed across one wall. Exterior doors and windows were all replaced with insulated glass units or interior storm windows. The skylight was also replaced, and 30 inches of insulation were blown into the ceiling, raising the performance of the house to EnergyStar 82. 

On the outside, supporting brackets were removed from the side deck over the driveway, and the original cantilever was restored. A panel of heavier, horizontal members was added to screen the air conditioner and trash cans. A corner stair was removed from the corner of the year deck, letting the deck cantilever in a more dramatic fashion. A new stair was added to the other side of the deck, with a landing on a stone terrace, and the new path allowed for the creation of a simpler sitting configuration.

727 Harvard Avenue:  Swarthmore Presbyterian Church:  Loeffler Chapel

(Please park around the rear of the church and enter  through the church office)

Swarthmore Presbyterian Church is a gracefully sprawling building which is really the sum of several smaller structures erected over the last century as membership grew and needs of the church dictated new uses of space.  One of the oldest and most picturesque parts of today’s church is Loeffler Chapel, built in 1903 and recently renovated.  Like most of the other sites on the tour it is alive in a history rich with stories.  

In 1901, the six-year-old Swarthmore Presbyterian Church was already facing the need for additional space to house its growing membership..  While plans were being developed to expand the original sanctuary (designed by local architect and craftsman, William Price) the Joseph Gibbons family of Springfield – renowned Quaker philanthropists and owners of a 383 acre farm on Baltimore Pike (some of which is now Springfield Mall) – offered the church $10,000 toward a Sunday School in memory of their niece, May Loeffler.  In 1903 the church matched the Gibbons’ generous offer with an additional $10,000, and Loeffler Chapel was built.  Frederick Simons, a wealthy silversmith and thimble manufacturer, served as the chairman of the building committee.  Owner of the Strath Haven Inn, (where the first services of the Swarthmore Presbyterian congregation were held in 1895), Simons had also donated part of the original Inn lands on which the church now stands.  And for over 100 years we have enjoyed the amazing tapestry of color which you will see in the stained glass window which he donated to this space.  Samuel and Eli are depicted in glorious color in this stained glass reproduction of the famous Copley painting which Simon’s parents had brought to America from Germany, for their home on North Broad Street in Philadelphia.

In 1950, with the construction of the Braun Building “education wing” (currently the Nursery Day School and Sunday School classrooms), a wall was constructed through the south side of the Chapel to create a corridor between the sanctuary/office areas and the new education building.  This, and subsequent changes in the 60’s and 70’s, eliminated the grand entrance to Loeffler from the Harvard Avenue lawn.  And so, until recently this high-ceiling’d chapel with its dramatic dark wood, large windows, and gothic arches was used primarily as a choir rehearsal and meeting space.  The balconies designed to be choir and instrumental lofts were partitioned into practical but less than attractive storage areas.  

But in August of 2006, in the midst of a much-needed roof replacement, a severe storm created substantial water damage to our once-sacred space.  And from that black cloud emerged a silver lining - the opportunity to restore the beauty of this beautiful part of our building.  With a vision of a space that might once again serve as a chapel and the need to maintain a practical rehearsal space, a committee of members with talents both artistic and architectural began to work.  Two years later – thanks to the hard work of many tireless volunteers and the skill of several local contractors and craftsmen, the Chapel is a beautiful space that accents the original gothic arches, high ceiling, and fabulous stained glass window with modern lighting, touches of glass, and hand-crafted storage cabinets and doors.  

110 Park Avenue:  CuetoKEARNEY Architects

(parking in Swarthmore Town Center is free on Sundays)
110 Park Avenue was constructed in 1910 by the Biddle family, an old Philadelphia family who owned several properties in Swarthmore, as a pair of duplexes, providing apartments right in the middle of town.   John Kaufman, previous owner, mentioned that the original design was 4 apartments with 2 bedrooms, dining room, kitchen and living room in each and each with a marble fireplace.  As a nod to its residential use, the building is set back and raised up from the street, giving it a pleasant green buffer. The façade features gracefully curved bays in each unit and a large, correctly proportioned front porch. As architects, we always appreciated the building, calling it a ‘second glance’ building. One that was worth another look because of the intricate cornice and handsome columns peeking out from the HBS canopy. We often wonder what the original colors must have been. 

The Kaufmans bought the house from Dorothy Taylor, who purchased it from the Biddle family.When the Kaufmans bought the property, it included a 7 horse stable to the rear.In 1991, the Kaufmans took down the stable and build a single family home on the rear of the property.  This single family home is planned as the future BYOB restaurant, Rudy’s on Park.

CuetoKEARNEY Architects occupies the former HBS space (suite 1) and oversaw some mostly cosmetic renovations before we moved in from our overcrowded home office that some may remember from the last home tour. We took out a dropped ceiling, changed the lighting, put up new window treatments and had some fun with paint. Now we have a light, airy and comfortable work space within walking distance of our home. Inside you will see pictures, drawings and models of completed and ongoing work and see how great it is to have an office right in town.
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Swarthmore House Tour

Sunday, September 28, 2008

1pm—5pm

Plan to visit each location at your own pace and in the order you prefer.
The 2008 Swarthmore Historic House Tour Committee, Karol Bock, Kristin Cardi, Linda Heffernan, Carol Savery, Vicki Shelter and Jennifer Vincent, would like to thank the following people and businesses for their help in putting together the 2008 tour:

· The homeowners,  business owners, Swarthmore Presbyterian Church and Swarthmore College who have researched and written the history of their homes and spaces and graciously opened them for the tour.
· Swarthmore Town Center ticket sales outlets:   Finely a Knitting Party, Paulson & Company, Swarthmore Co-op and Swarthmore Flower and Gifts.
· The many sitter volunteers who donated their time and energy to make the tour run smoothly.
· Media Florist and Swarthmore Flower and Gifts for providing flower arrangements in the Atkins, Mashek and Speck homes.
· Occasionally Yours for providing homemade desserts.
· The Merz Group for creating advertisements for the Tour.
· Swarthmore Public Works Department.
· The Swarthmorean for extensive press coverage of the tour.
· Our tour sponsors, Restoration Fraternity, The Swarthmorean, First Keystone Bank, D. Patrick Welsh Real Estate, CuetoKEARNEY Architects and Swarthmore Coop.
Just where do the House Tour funds go?  

· The 2003 House Tour co-funded the creation of archival microfilming of The Swarthmorean newspapers dating from 1929—2003.
· Proceeds from the 2004 and 2006 proceeds were used to fund local projects and organizations such as the Swarthmore Horticultural Society and the Centennial Foundation.
· In 2008 the majority of funding will support digitizing the microfilm mentioned above so that access can be made online to a wider range of people.  In addition, the microfilming of newspapers from 2003-2008 will be completed.
· The Tour also funds the efforts of the Swarthmore Historical Society and Friends of the Swarthmore Historical Society.
Please note:  Public restrooms may be found at Swarthmore Borough Hall located at 121 Park Avenue in Swarthmore Town Center.
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Please see notes inside regarding suggested parking 

instructions at each location.

Parking in Swarthmore Town Center is free on Sundays.  Feel free to park and spend the day on a walking tour. 

Swarthmore Map
